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Victims of Genocide and Mass Killings from Myanmar Seek Justice in Turkey
Press Release for Immediate Publication
Istanbul, 1 October, 2025:  Representatives of victims of the deadliest massacre in Myanmar since the 2021 coup and of Rohingya genocide survivors have arrived in Turkey to present fresh evidence to the Chief Prosecutor in Istanbul. Tun Aung Shwe, of the democratic National Unity Government (NUG) will submit evidence of the infamous ‘Pazigyi Massacre’ which took place on 11 April 2023 in Myanmar’s Sagaing Region. The move is part of an investigation opened by the Turkish authorities in 2022. 
“The NUG’s Human Rights Ministry has conducted a full investigation into the massacre of 157 civilians, including 19 children and 27 women. Pregnant mothers were among those slaughtered at Paziygy by junta forces”, said Tun Aung Shwe. “In addition, thirty-two people were wounded with severe fractures, burns and other life changing injuries.  In the attack, which took place at seven thirty in the morning and lasted half an hour, two five-hundred-pound bombs were dropped on the village”. 
According to Tun Aung Shwe “the explosions were so severe that according to eyewitnesses, body parts were blown as far as three hundred meters from the points of impact. Hundreds were displaced and forced to flee into nearby forests. Medical teams did what they could to assist the injured and dying. But at five forty-five in the afternoon, a fighter jet returned and for fifteen minutes conducted further attacks, which severely hampered the relief and recovery effort. I appeal to the Turkish government, which has been so supportive of the people of Myanmar, to act and hold to account those responsible for these war crimes”.
As well as evidence of the Pazigyi Massacre, the Myanmar Accountability Project (MAP) is submitting evidence gathered by local investigators into a series of junta rocket attacks against the village of Hpon Nyo Leik, in Buthidaung Township in Northern Rakhine State between 25th and 28th January 2024.  A local investigator from Rakhine State, who provided critical evidence for the case, said, "the genocide against the Rohingya People has never stopped. Our evidence highlights how, over a three-day period in January last year, junta forces fired indiscriminately on the Rohingya community, killing 18 people and injuring many more. The arson attacks that followed raised entire villages to the ground. This is just one example of the deadly attacks that we continue to suffer at the hands of the junta."
The strikes took place after the Arakan Army, which is fighting the junta, took up positions in the village. However, under international law, this does not justify the use of indiscriminate and disproportionate weaponry in systematic attacks, which, if proven, would constitute war crimes. 
The NUG has formally asked the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) to support the Turkish investigation.  “I urge the IIMM, which has gathered testimony from thousands of people in Myanmar, to let us have evidence about these attacks”, said Tun Aung Shwe. “We are also requesting that evidence is sent by the IIMM directly to the Turkish authorities as this will greatly assist their investigation.”
The submission of new evidence is part of the open investigation launched by the Turkish authorities in June 2022. It was initiated after MAP submitted evidence of widespread and systematic human rights abuses, including systematic torture, committed by members of the junta, including coup-leader, Min Aung Hlaing. 
“I appeal to the Turkish authorities to push ahead and issue arrest warrants for those responsible for these atrocity crimes”, said MAP Director, Chris Gunness. “Since the coup, there have been at least 413 massacres, intentional killings of more than five people in a single incident. According to the NUG, more than 4,377 people were killed in massacres since the coup, including at least 1,545 children and at least 757 women.”
Meanwhile, the latest UN humanitarian figures paint a dire picture: an estimated 19.9 million people - over a third of Myanmar's population - are in need of humanitarian assistance, representing an increase of over 1 million compared to 2024. Internal displacement has reached a record high of more than 3.5 million people. Since the military coup in February 2021, nearly 6,800 civilians have been killed and over 22,000 remain arbitrarily detained. Children are bearing the brunt of the crisis, with 6.3 million children in need of assistance. An estimated 1.1 million children were left without access to protection services, increasing their vulnerability to violence, neglect, and exploitation.
“The need for robust action has never been greater”, said  Gunness “The brutal excesses of this vicious junta are going unchecked. Accountability and justice must be part of peace-making efforts and political dialogue moving forward.”
***
We will be holding a press conference outside the Chief Prosecutor’s Office in Istanbul at 1100 on 2 October. Çağlayan Meydanı Şişli Merkez Mah. Abide-i Hürriyet Cad. No: 223 Şişli/İstanbul. https://maps.app.goo.gl/3zorsSbibAXvCmqo9?g_st=iw. All media are invited. 
For further information and interview requests, please contact:
Tun Aung Shwe via Signal/WhatsApp on +61421160415 and by email at tunaung.shwe@nugmyanmar.org
Chris Gunness via Signal/WhatsApp on +447587698990 and by email at cgunness@outlook.com
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